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Purpose of Note
1.   To advise the Forum of proposals to define a consistent practice with regard to damaged highway verges.

Background
2.   Highway verges suffer damage from vehicles in many situations and the main causes include
i)     Inappropriate parking when suitable parking facilities are available 

ii)      Lack of parking facilities
iii)     Over-running due to road layout
iv)     Over-running due to road width

3.   The occurrence of highway verge damage is widespread and just putting right existing damage would cost over £3M across the county. Local Members, Town and Parish Councils regularly raise such concerns directly to officers, through Highway Forums, and recently by petition to
Scrutiny. These can include consideration of implications for local initiatives to improve the environment such as the Britain in Bloom contest.

4.   The County Council has a policy of not providing parking facilities either on or off street, except where these will form an integral part of a road safety scheme justified in terms of road safety benefits.

Current Practice
5.   Inappropriate parking, typically where the road width is sufficient for vehicles not to mount the verge, has often been treated by revenue funded highway maintenance measures such as verge markers and bollards. It is increasingly difficult to give priority to such measures within the limitations of this budget.

6.   Historically, where the cause of highway verge damage has been related to a lack of parking facilities, the County Council has sought to work in partnership with District, Town and Parish Councils to support their provision of parking facilities which can often be accommodated in the
highway. Typical facilities include parking bays, provision of grass grids within an existing highway verge, and areas of hard standing. However, this has inevitably led to an ad-hoc approach across the County, and recently such opportunities have become quite rare.

7.   Problems of over-running due to road layout have been tackled by a combination of capital funded minor highway improvements and revenue funded highway maintenance. The current Local Transport Plan and the government guidance on which it is based no longer support capital
expenditure on these measures. Again, it is increasingly difficult to give priority to such measures within the limitations of the revenue funded highway maintenance budget.

8.   Over-running due to road width is usually treated only in association with other highway works. Typically, these are capital funded highway maintenance works, justified in highway maintenance terms, and can include marginal increases in road width during the repair of the road edges. We have also recently completed some very well received examples of restoring single-track status to some minor rural roads. This has been achieved through provision of parking bays with improved signage and verge restoration instead of more extensive repairs to the road edges.

Proposed Practice
9.   Treatment of sites subject to inappropriate parking will be considered where there will be clear road safety benefits from the actions, or in association with other highway works. It is recognised that this will make the current discouragement of the use of (typically) white painted stones by adjacent residents, which is contrary to the Highways Act and may make the resident or the authority liable for third party damage and injuries, difficult to pursue.

10. The County Council will continue to support provision of parking facilities by other bodies, but will not financially support these except in regard of co-ordination with associated highway maintenance works and continuing to maintain the revised arrangements within the existing
highway.

11. It is recognised, however, that there may be a future opportunity to support such parking provision arising from the implementation of Decriminalised Parking Enforcement.

12. Treatment of sites subject to over-running due to road layout will be considered where there will be clear road safety benefits from the actions, or in association with other highway works.

13. The current pragmatic approach of treating over-running due to road width only in association with other highway works will continue.

Conclusions
14. These proposals will introduce a consistent approach to the treatment of damaged highway verges across the county and the County Council will continue to be as pro-active and helpful as possible within the constraints. There will, however, continue to be many examples where it
is not possible to intervene.

15. Attached at Appendix A is a summary of the proposed practice towards damaged highway verges.

16. Any comments from the Forum will be welcomed before the revised practice is confirmed within a review of the County Council's highway maintenance policy and practice manual.

Background Papers
None.

Officer to Contact
Andrew Warrington      Tel: 01509412316
Email: awarrinc|ton@leics.gov.uk
APPENDIX A
Summary of Proposed Practice for Damaged Highway Verges
It is increasingly difficult within the limitations of the highway maintenance budget to give priority to highway verges that are damaged through either parking or over riding. Therefore, these will no longer be repaired except in the following circumstances:

• Where repair or improvements of a highway verge are required as part of a scheme to address road safety, meeting the usual criteria required in bringing forward road safety improvements.

• Where repair or improvements to a highway verge should reasonably be included within highway maintenance works proposed at the same location, (the highway maintenance works meeting the usual criteria to be undertaken).

• Where repair or improvements to a highway verge should reasonably be included within highway improvement works proposed at the same location, (the highway improvement works meeting the usual criteria to be undertaken).

• Where another authority or third party wholly funds repairs or improvements to a highway verge.

In all cases, the County Council will remain as proactive as possible in resolving verge problems within these constraints.

